
Narrative Elements Explained 
Fiction is best understood by breaking down and discussing terms common to most stories, whether 

they be novels, short fiction, movies, TV shows, or something else.  These terms include: theme, plot, 

characters, conflict, setting, point of view, and style. Understanding how these elements work 

helps us better analyze narratives and determine meanings.  

Theme 
• Definition: Theme is the overarching idea that the writer of the story wants to reader to  





Setting 

• Definition: This element can refer to the time and place the story is set in. The location can either 

work symbolically or it can simply be a backdrop for the story to take place in.  The setting helps 

ground the reader in the story and provides textual information that helps with analyzing and  

interpreting meaning.  

  Example: In Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” the Usher House 

represents the human mind. Poe personifies the house by describing it as having eyes that 

show depressions of the soul.  

• Questions to consider: How does the location, time, and/or date of the story affect the 

theme? How does the setting affect how the characters respond to conflict? What is the physical 

environment like? What details are provided and how do they fit in to the rest of the story?  
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